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1. Bank Account Opening upon Arrival in Switzerland 

Opening a Swiss bank account is the first and most critical step upon arriving in Switzerland. 

It facilitates salary deposits, bill payments, and other essential financial transactions. 

Renowned banks such as UBS and BCGE (Banque Cantonale de Genève) are common 

choices, especially in Geneva. 

Requirements and Process: 

• Proof of Swiss residence (if available) 

• A valid passport or national ID 

• An employment contract 

Some banks may allow account opening while your residence permit is pending, provided 

you can present sufficient identification and proof of application. Typically, the waiting time 

for full account activation ranges from 1 to 2 weeks. Contact your chosen bank in advance 

to confirm their specific requirements and ensure a smooth process. 

 

2. Required Documents for Flat Searching 

When searching for an apartment in Switzerland, landlords typically request the following 

documents: 

• Proof of Identity: A valid passport or national ID card. 

• Proof of Employment: A recent employment contract or a letter from your employer 

confirming your position and salary. 

• Proof of Solvency: A current debt register extract (Betreibungsauszug in German or 

Extrait du registre des poursuites in French) indicating the absence of outstanding 

debts. 

• References: Letters from previous landlords or employers to strengthen your 

application. 

Prepare these documents in advance to streamline your application process. 
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3. Surety Account: Bank Deposit or Surety Insurance? 

In Switzerland, tenants are generally required to provide a rental guarantee equivalent to up 

to three months’ rent. This can be managed through: 

Bank Deposit: 

• A completely separate account from a regular bank account. 

• Typically takes up to 1.5 weeks to set up. 

• Banks such as UBS and BCGE often require the account to be opened exclusively 

online. 

• The deposit amount is usually around three times the monthly rent. 

• Funds remain blocked in the account until the end of the tenancy, ensuring coverage 

for potential damages or unpaid rent. 

Surety Insurance: 

• This method is not recommended for expats. Increasingly, insurance companies 

such as FirstCaution and SmartCaution require a guarantor to be specified on the 

rental contract, which is often impractical and nonsensical. 

• Exception: For tenants dealing with the régie Gérofinance, SmartCaution is obligated 

to accept requests without a guarantor. 

• While this option frees up your capital, it involves non-refundable fees, making it less 

advantageous compared to a bank deposit. 

Option Key Features Drawbacks 

Bank 

Deposit 

Separate account, takes up to 1.5 

weeks, deposit ~3x rent, funds 

blocked. 

Money inaccessible until tenancy ends. 

Surety 

Insurance 

No upfront cash deposit, frees up 

capital. 

Non-refundable fees; guarantor often 

required (except for Régie 

Gérofinance). 
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4. Flat Searching Process 

The process of finding an apartment in Switzerland involves several steps: 

1. Research: Utilize online platforms (e.g., Comparis, Homegate), local newspapers, 

and real estate agencies to identify available properties. 

2. Viewing: Attend scheduled viewings and prepare questions regarding the property 

and tenancy terms. 

3. Application: Submit a comprehensive application package, including all required 

documents, promptly to increase your chances of securing the flat. 

4. Follow Up: After attending a viewing, follow up with the régie by phone rather than 

email, as responses to emails are often delayed or ignored. 

5. Lease Agreement: Upon acceptance, carefully review the lease contract, noting 

terms, conditions, and additional costs. 

6. Inventory Inspection: Conduct a thorough inspection with the landlord to document 

the property’s condition before moving in. 

The duration of the flat searching process can vary significantly based on the 

neighborhood and your criteria. It may take anywhere from a week to several months 

depending on the availability of properties that match your needs and preferences. To find a 

flat quickly, it’s essential to remain open-minded about factors such as location, size, and 

amenities, as being flexible can greatly improve your chances in a competitive housing market. 

Given the competitive housing market, especially in urban areas like Geneva and Zurich, 

act swiftly and consider seeking assistance from relocation services or local experts to 

navigate the process effectively. 
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Simplify Your Move with Our All-in-One Service 

Relocating to Switzerland doesn’t have to be stressful. Our All-in-One service provides 

personalized support for every aspect of your move, saving you time and effort. 

Let us handle the details so you can focus on settling into your new home. Contact us today 

to make your move to Switzerland seamless and worry-free! 

Call us on +41 78 892 81 47 

or  

ask via WhatsApp 

 

Click or Scan the QC code start the chat  

 

https://wa.me/message/K7F4IMODSUBWF1
https://wa.me/message/K7F4IMODSUBWF1

